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Synopsis

Ludwig van Beethoven was a great innovator who expanded the limits ofclassical music to write
some of the biggest, boldest, most complex and revolutionary compositions of all time. This
fascinating man and his works are brought vividly to life and made relevant to today in Beethoven
for Kids. Young readers will be intrigued by Beethovena ™s hardscrabble childhood and turbulent
family life, his early gift and passion for music, and his famously fiery personality. In addition,
theya ™Il learn about the great musicians and thinkers and historical events and movements of
Beethovena ™s time and how they affected the composera ™s life and music.Kids will be inspired
to learn how Beethoven championed equality and freedom throughout his life, rejected the strict
societal divisions and norms of the day, and never gave up on his work despite increasing hearing
loss. Budding musicians will also come away with a thorough understanding of complex music
concepts such as counterpoint, ornamentation, improvisation, and motifs. Twenty-one engaging,
hands-on activities illuminate the times in which Beethoven lived or reinforce music concepts

introduced.
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Customer Reviews

| bought this from to use as we are studying through the early 1800’s for school (homeschool). It



was too advanced for my son (1st grade), but it triggered some interesting discussions about
Beethoven, and | just sat and read the whole thing myself. Very interesting, and perfect if you are
studying this time period as there will be sections in the book about the culture, times, music. It also
has activities to do. You could be busy for awhile with this book. | am no expert on Beethoven so
cannot comment on it's accuracy but it completely covers his life, career and personal. | feel like |
have a much better sense of who he was. Very interesting! We will use more of this book in a few

years when we come around to studying this time period again.

| was attracted to this book because of the 21 activities mentioned in the title. The biography
information is just right for a bright elementary or middle grade student, and as an adult, there was
enough new (to me) information about Beethoven to keep me reading the whole thing. The
biographical information is well-written and broken up logically, with activities sprinkled throughout
the book. The activities all pertain to Beethoven and music yet cross into other subjects like art,
other cultures, and science. They range from how to create variations on a familiar tune (Twinkle
Twinkle is the example they suggest) to building a model that shows how the eardrum works. | am
planning to try several of the activities with my 12-year-old homeschooled child in the next couple of

weeks.

Great writing, however, | wouldn’t say this is for young children, maybe for a child about 12-15. The
experiments in it are particularly interesting. Found out stuff | didn’t know myself. It is actually very

detailed.

Probably not many kids know about this composer since he lived so long ago, but the biographical
material is well researched and the projects are interesting. For a kid who is interested in music and

history this one’s a winner.

| purchased this book for my 12 year old grandson as he was working on a project regarding
Beethoven and his music , but before gifting, | perused as | always do to ensure that it was
appropriate and also so that | could discuss with him once he’d read it. | was intrigued and delved
deeper into the book and found it well-written and extremely informative. Mu grandson and | really
had some nice discussions and comparison of viewpionts. In today’s world, it's difficult to find age
appropriate material that keeps children interested and informed. This book certainly fits the bill and

both of us gained knowledge from it.



Beethoven for Kids begins with an introduction explaining some of the many obstacles Beethoven
had to overcome in his life. He was deaf, lived in poverty, and had an alcoholic father. He had poor
health, and he had to support his mother and younger siblings. We are then treated to a timeline
that chronicled major milestones in his life. The book then walks us through Beethoven’s life and his
major symphonies. Included in the chapters are extra boxes of text that tell you interesting
background or factual information like who Beethoven’s patrons were or what a symphony is. The
greatest part of the book are the activities you can do with your children. The activities vary in
degree of difficulty, from making a silhouette picture to making Austrian apple pancakes. This is a
very engaging book perfect for kids 9 and older that not only teaches them about Beethoven and

music, but also the time and place he grew up in. Highly recommended.

| had previously gotten the GIUSEPPI VERDI for kids which is nothing less than STUNNING and
now have the BEETHOVEN FOR KIDS. Both these works are extraordinary pieces for our children,
young teens, and "big" kids like us 21+. What I'm so happy about is this is not dry a, boring
discourse about Beethoven. The author manages to breathe life into her book by providing
easy-to-understand historical references circa Beethoven'’s life, anecdotes, glossy artwork and
geographical references (the book’s cover and back artwork alone are beautifully rendered). The
icing on the cake was finding all kinds of fun, unique activities for kids, meant to "pull" them into the
times and into the mind of Beethoven and the culture of that era. It's like being drawn into a time
warp! It’s nice to have such books when our schools are cutting back the budget allocations for
music and art. A book like this (as well as the new book on Verdi and his operas) could be part of
history lessons, geography lessons and literature since it's all about the feel of the culture and
society of Beethoven’s time. Incidentally, since society has been made painfully aware of bullying
and its horrible consequences, let’s not forget that Beethoven, from the time he was a young boy,
was told he was a failure, a no-talent, and someone who was "stupid" and who would never amount

to anything. Read the book and find out why Beethoven is still having the last laugh!

My son needed a book on Beethoven for a research paper. After downloading this he read it non
stop finding it very informative and engaging. He eagerly wrote his paper with full and complete

knowledge of this musician’s life. | fully recommend this book.
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